188	THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
to return to France and collect another army with which to
compel the Moslems to set the captives at liberty. He pre-
ferred, however, to send his two brothers to Europe to raise
troops while he himself remained at Acre. Money came
from France, but only small bands of men reached Louis.
The military Orders had relatively lost more heavily than
the French in the Crusade. In every expedition, the Temple
and the Hospital felt themselves bound to demand the most
hazardous posts and outdo all others in battle, and their
death-roll was always out of proportion to their numbers.
The Orders had distinguished themselves in Egypt, and, as
ever after a campaign in which the valour of the fraternities
was praised, recruits were eager to be admitted into the
Temple or Hospital. The few thousand men necessary to
fill the ranks of the Orders were, however, quite inadequate
to permit another attack to be launched on Egypt, and Louis
was at length convinced that little help was to be expected
from the efforts of his brothers to raise a force in Europe.
The king therefore entered into negotiations to acquire
assistance in the East so that Egypt would be forced to release
the Christian prisoners. For a time there seemed to be hopes
of an alliance with the Mongols, whose messengers Louis
had met in Cyprus and who again sought him at Acre, but
the discussions came to nothing. Then there was the project
of an alliance with the Assassins. Before giving their aid to
Louis, they asked, as they had asked of Amalric, that he
should relieve them of the tribute paid to the Temple. The
emissaries explained frankly that while it was easy for the
Assassins to remove an opponent, they would find no advan-
tage in killing the Grand Master of the Temple. The only
result would be the appointment of another Grand Master
equally formidable. The negotiations with the Assassins
likewise proved abortive.
A more promising opportunity presented itself to Louis
when Egypt sought his aid against Damascus, which had

